DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN       [1815

FEBRUARY 20: BELGARDE

I got up early and went to see the "Bouche du Rhone."

The river disappears for over three miles under stone. , . .

FEBRUARY 23: MACON

We arrived here late last night.    A charming old town.

It is the great wine country. . . .

FEBRUARY 25: DIJON

Not very interesting.   Still the wine country. . . .

FEBRUARY 28: FONTAINEBLEAU

What a beautiful place! We are lodged in an inn
opposite the palace gates. I went over the chateau;
it is full of interest, of Henry II, Diane de Poitiers,
&c. &c. I was shown the apartment that Napoleon
gave to the Pope when he made him prisoner. The
Pope would not allow a divorce between King Jerome and
his wife; that was one of the reasons he brought him
to Fontainebleau, as he himself wanted to divorce
Josephine. . . .

MARCH l: PARIS

We started early and arrived for breakfast at Vaux
Praslin, a magnificent palace belonging to the Due de
Choiseul. It was built by Fouquet, Marquis de Belle-
Isle, Superintendent of Finances to Louis XIV. He
entertained the King there in great splendour. . . . The
Due received us most kindly. He is a connexion through
the Birons and Marmiers. I never saw such wonderful
furniture, tapestries, pictures, &c. &c. The library
superb; all the books bound in red morocco with coat-
of-arms in gold. Only the family and a nice homely
dejeuner. Then father returned with the Due to the
library to smoke and to get some political information
from him. We left at 3 o'clock for Paris and arrived
late. . . .
Oh, beautiful Paris! I am so glad to get back. ...nt the head and
